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BAR BRIEFS
sanctioned by the force and authority of the regularly constituted gov-
ernment of the body politic."
Pound-"The science of law is that organized body of knowledge
that has to do with the administration of justice by public or regular
tribunals in accordance with principles or rules of general character
and more or less uniform application."
Pollock---"On the whole the safest definition of law in the
lawyer's sense appears to be a rule of conduct binding on the mem-
bers of the commonwealth as such."
Pollock and Maitland-"The law may be taken for every purpose,
save that of strictly philosophical inquiry, to be the sum of rules admin-
istered by courts of justice."
Clark-"Law is a rule of conduct obtaining among a class of
human beings and sanctioned by human displeasure."
Holland-"Law is a general rule of external human action en-
forced by a sovereign political authority."
Gray--"The law of the state or of any organized body of men is
composed of the rules which the courts, that is, the judicial organs of
that body, lay down for the determination of legal rights and duties."
Wilis--"Four concepts stand out as the chief characteristics of
the law: i. It is a scheme of social control; 2. It is for the protection
of social interests; 3. It accomplishes its purpose by the recognition in
persons of capacities of influencing the conduct of others; 4. By af-
fording the machinery of the courts and legal procedure to help the
person with capacity. 'Order, through generality, equality, and cer-
tainty, and not compulsion, is the fundamental characteristic of the
law.'. A correct definition of law would seem to be one which em-
braces all of these concepts and no others. The following, therefore,
may be taken to be a true definition of law in the legal sense: LAW IS
A SCHEME OF SOCIAL CONTROL, FOR THE PROTECTION
OF SOCIAL INTERESTS, BY MEANS OF CAPACITIES OF




"It is astonishing how much information can be conveyed in a
journal as small as that published by the North Dakota State Bar,
which has but twelve pages, but by compression, and the talent of its
editor, carries a deal of interesting matter in every number, including
comments on local and federal court cases and news of the profession
throughout the country."-Journal of the American Judicature Society.
